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Q:  What do people do there?      
 

Football Fanatics 
occer is the number-one sport in 
Britain.  Only Brits don’t call it 

soccer— they call it football.  What we in 
America call football, they call American 
football. 

London has loads of soccer teams—
five in England’s top professional 
league, plus numerous teams fielded by 
local communities.  England’s 
international team plays in various 
competitions including the World Cup. 

It’s hard for Americans to understand 
the intensity of emotions in Europe 
during the World Cup, which takes place 
every four years.  During game time in 
London, the normally bustling streets go 
quiet except for the sound of cheers 
exploding from pubs and bakeries when 
a goal is scored.   

When kickoff time for the 2002 
quarterfinal match between England and 
Brazil was set for 7:30 a.m. on a 
weekday, many companies gave 
workers time off!  Children went to 
school early to watch the game on 
television.  Ten thousand people 
gathered in front of huge screens in 
Trafalgar Square, while 25 million 
watched at home and 5 million watched 
in pubs as England lost to Brazil, 2-1. 

In America, meanwhile, many people 
weren’t even aware that the U.S. team 
made it to the quarterfinals! 

 

WEB LINK:  To learn more about 
soccer visit www.fifa.com.  

 

Beckhamania 
If you ask 

young soccer fans 
in the U.K. who 
their hero is, 
many will say 
David Beckham.  
As a midfielder for 
the Manchester 
United team, 
Beckham became 
the highest-paid 

soccer player in the world.  In June 2003 
Beckham left Manchester to play soccer 
for Real Madrid in Spain. 

Beckham is famous for his distinctive 
kicks.  The ball travels in a curling path, 
which inspired the title of the movie 
Bend It Like Beckham.   

Beckham also owes some of his 
popularity to his good looks and his 
marriage to pop star Victoria Adams, a 
former Spice Girl (“Posh Spice”). 

But Beckham wasn’t always so 
popular.  Fans blamed him for England’s 
defeat in the 1998 World Cup and jeered 
(booed) him for months whenever he 
entered a stadium.  Beckham won back 
the hearts of fans by leading 
Manchester United on an incredible 
winning spree and by scoring the 
winning goal against Argentina in the 
opening round of the 2002 World Cup. 

Beckham draws attention with his 
fancy clothes and hair-styles.  The 
names of his two young sons, Brooklyn 
and Romeo, are tattooed on his back. 
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Women’s Football 
Women’s football is the fastest-

growing sport in the U.K., yet there is 
still no women’s pro league.  England’s 
national women’s team is not on par 
with leading nations such as America, 
China, Norway, and Germany, which 
won the 2003 Women’s World Cup. 
 

Medieval Football 
A version of soccer that was played 

in Britain in the Middle Ages permitted 
punching, biting, kicking, and gouging 
(poking) your opponents.   

According to legend, one early 
soccer game was played with the head 
of a Danish king who’d been defeated in 
battle! 
 

Cricket 
he game of cricket began in the 
Middle Ages with shepherds bowling 

balls of wool at gates called bails.  The 
game as it exists today has been played 
on Lord’s field in London since the late 
1700s. 

Cricket has some things in common 
with baseball.  Each side takes turns at 
bat—but a cricket bat has a different 
shape than a baseball bat.  While a 

 

 
baseball game has nine short innings, a 
cricket match has two long ones— really 
long.  A major match can last five days! 

London has two professional cricket 
teams.  Cricket is not as popular as 
football but has a particularly strong 
following in ethnic communities from 
South Asia and the Caribbean.  The 
reigning world champion is Australia, 
which defeated India to win the Cricket 
World Cup in March 2003. 

 

Rugby 

 
ugby was invented in Britain in 1823 
when a student playing soccer at 

Rugby School picked up the ball and ran 
with it. The game quickly grew popular 
at schools and universities.  

A simple way to think of rugby is as a 
cross between soccer, basketball, and 
American football. Fifteen players carry, 
pass, and kick the ball on a field called a 
pitch with an in-goal area at either end.  
Rugby’s version of a touchdown is 
called a try and is worth 5 points. 

England has a professional Rugby 
Union and fields a national team in the 
Rugby World Cup.   

 

WEB LINK:  To learn more about 
rugby, visit www.scrum.com. 
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Shakespeare’s Globe 
or centuries, London has been one 
of the world’s great theater capitals.  

The first playhouse in London was built 
in 1576.  Soon lots of theaters were 
competing with one another, and hiring 
writers to churn out new plays.   

 
One of these writers was William 

Shakespeare, widely considered the 
greatest playwright of the English 
language.  Most of Shakespeare’s plays 
were written for the Globe Theater. 

Like many theaters at the time, the 
Globe’s stage was in the open air.  It 
was a theatre in the round— the audience 
surrounded the stage on all sides.  For a 
penny you could stand in the yard, on 
the ground around the stage, along with 
the other groundlings.  For two or three 
pence you could sit on wooden seats in 
three tiers of galleries. 

The Globe burned down in 1613 
when its thatched roof caught fire.  In the 
1990s, the Globe was rebuilt.  The New 
Globe matches the old one as closely as 
possible.  Shakespeare’s plays are 
performed there during summer months. 

 

WEB LINK:  To learn more about 
Shakespeare and his plays, visit 
www.folger.edu/education/kids/kidshome.asp.  
 

 

The West End 
The West End is London’s version of 

Broadway.  It has more than fifty 
theaters that present musical 
extravaganzas like Les Miserables as 
well as new comedies and dramas and 
revivals of old ones. 

 

The South Bank 
The South Bank of the Thames is 

one of the most vibrant cultural centers 
in London.  You can find plays at the 
Globe or the National Theatre, movies at 
the National Film Theatre, music at the 
Royal Festival Hall and art at the Tate 
Modern.  All of these buildings are filled 
with cafés and galleries.  They’re fun 
and informal places to socialize as well 
as take in the arts. 

 

Pantos 
antos are an English Christmastime 
tradition that’s especially popular 

with children.  Panto is short for 
pantomime.  It’s a stylized and very silly 
type of theater. 

A typical panto show might be Jack 
and the Beanstalk, or Cinderella.  
Certain rules are always followed:  The 
leading man is played by a woman in 
men’s clothing, called “the Principal 
Girl.”  The leading lady is played by a 
man in women’s clothing, called “the 
Dame.”  

The audience has a role to play, too.  
When the villain (bad guy) is about to 
surprise the hero or heroine, the crowd 
must yell out, “Look out behind you!”  
When any character on stage says, “I’m 
not going to do that,” the crowd must 
yell, “Oh yes you are!”  
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